
Pafuri Bird List



Welcome to RETURN Africa, where each journey is shaped by heritage, 
wildness, and the joy of discovery.

Our story began in 2014, when we were entrusted by the Makuleke in 
the far north of Kruger National Park. Here, where rivers meet and 
ancient paths cross, we restored Pafuri Camp, breathed new life into 
Baobab Hill House, and built two simple camps, Hutwini & Nkula, for 
walking safaris. 

Together, these became the Pafuri Collection. A place where guests 
walk with guides through fever tree forests, watch the Luvuvhu River 
flood and retreat, and feel the deep rhythm of Africa beneath their feet.

In 2017, we carried this spirit south to Cape Town, opening Welgelegen 
House, a serene boutique hotel on the slopes of Table Mountain, and 
later An African Story, a remarkable Camps Bay villa. Both offer a base 
for exploring the Cape’s history, coastline, and culture, different in 
setting, but bound by the same RETURN Africa philosophy: connec-
tion, care, and presence.

Responsible travel is not a promise for tomorrow; it is woven into what 
we do today. From solar power and water recycling in Pafuri to 
sourcing responsibly and minimising waste, our commitment is to 
protect the landscapes and communities that make these journeys 
possible.

Through every property and every experience, we invite you to RETURN 
to what matters: to slow down, to listen, to reconnect with nature, and 
to feel the vitality of Africa in its truest form. Whether it’s the thrill of 
spotting a Pel’s fishing owl in the Makuleke Ramsar wetlands or the 
quiet of Cape Town at dawn, RETURN Africa is about moments that 
linger long after you’ve gone home.



Notes:

As a devoted #Pafurian twitcher, every rare sighting is a treasured 
connection to the wild beauty of Pafuri.

NAME:
DATE:



Apalis, Bar-throated  
Apalis, Rudd’s  
Apalis, Yellow-breasted  

Avocet, Pied  

Babbler, Arrow-marked  
Babbler, Southern Pied 

Barbet, Acacia Pied
Barbet, Black-collared
Barbet, Crested

Batis, Cape
Batis, Chinspot

Bee-eater, Blue-cheeked  
Bee-eater, European  
Bee-eater, Little  
Bee-eater, Southern Carmine 
Bee-eater, Swallow-tailed  
Bee-eater, White-fronted  
Bee-eater, White-throated  

Bishop, Southern Red 
Bishop, Yellow  

Bittern, Dwarf  
Bittern, Little  

Boubou, Southern  
Boubou, Tropical  

Brownbul, Terrestrial  

Brubru

Bulbul, Common (Dark-capped)

Bunting, Cinnamon-breasted
Bunting, Golden-breasted
Bunting, Lark-like

Bush-shrike, Gorgeous  
Bush-shrike, Grey-headed  
Bush-shrike, Olive  
Bush-shrike, Orange-breasted  

Bustard, Black-bellied
Bustard, Kori

Buttonquail, Common (Kurrichane)

Buzzard, Common (Steppe) 
Buzzard, European Honey
Buzzard, Lizard  

Camaroptera, Green-backed  
Camaroptera, Grey-backed  

Canary, Lemon-breasted  
Canary, Yellow-fronted  

Chat, Arnot’s  
Chat, Familiar  
Chat, Mocking Cliff

Cisticola, Croaking  
Cisticola, Desert  
Cisticola, Rattling  
Cisticola, Red-faced  
Cisticola, Rufous-winged  
Cisticola, Zitting  

Coot, Red-knobbed  

Cormorant, Great (White-breasted)
Cormorant, Reed  

Coucal, Black  
Coucal, Burchell’s  
Coucal, Senegal  

Courser, Bronze-winged  
Courser, Temminck’s  
Courser, Three-banded  
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Apalis - Courser

Bateleur10.



Crake, African  
Crake, Black  
Crake, Corn  
Crake, Striped  

Crombec, Long-billed  

Crow, Pied  

Cuckoo, African  
Cuckoo, African Emerald 
Cuckoo, Black  
Cuckoo, Common  
Cuckoo, Diederik  
Cuckoo, Great Spotted 
Cuckoo, Jacobin  
Cuckoo, Klaas’s  
Cuckoo, Levaillant’s  
Cuckoo, Red-chested  
Cuckoo, Thick-billed  

Cuckooshrike, Black  
Cuckooshrike, Grey  
Cuckooshrike, White-breasted  

Darter, African  

Dove, African Mourning (Collared) 
Dove, Blue-spotted Wood 
Dove, Cape Turtle (Ring-necked)
Dove, Emerald-spotted Wood 
Dove, Laughing  
Dove, Namaqua  
Dove, Red-eyed  
Dove, Rock  
Dove, Tambourine  

Drongo, Fork-tailed

Duck, African Black 
Duck, Fulvous Whistling
Duck, Knob-billed
Duck, White-backed  

Duck, White-faced  Whistling
Duck, Yellow-billed

Eagle, African Fish
Eagle, African Hawk
Eagle, Ayres’s Hawk 
Eagle, Black-chested Snake 
Eagle, Booted  
Eagle, Brown Snake
Eagle, Crowned 
Eagle, Lesser Spotted 
Eagle, Long-crested  
Eagle, Martial  
Eagle, Steppe  
Eagle, Tawny  
Eagle, Verreaux's  
Eagle, Wahlberg’s  

Egret, Great
Egret, Little
Egret, Western Cattle
Egret,  Yellow-billed (Intermediate)

Eremomela, Burnt-necked  
Eremomela, Green-capped  
Eremomela, Yellow-bellied  

Falcon, Amur  
Falcon, Lanner  
Falcon, Peregrine  
Falcon, Red-footed  
Falcon, Sooty  

Finch (Weaver), Scaly-feathered  
Finch, Cuckoo  
Finch, Cut-throat  
Finch, Red-headed  

Finfoot, African

Firefinch, African  
Firefinch, Jameson’s  
Firefinch, Red-billed  
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Crake - Firefinch



Hawk, African Cuckoo
Hawk, African Harrier-
Hawk, Bat

Helmet-shrike, Retz's
Helmet-shrike, White-crested

Heron, Black  
Heron, Black-crowned Night 
Heron, Black-headed  
Heron, Goliath  
Heron, Grey  
Heron, Purple
Heron, Rufous-bellied  
Heron, Squacco
Heron, Striated (Green-backed)
Heron, White-backed Night

Hobby, African
Hobby, Eurasian

Honeybird, Brown-backed

Honeyguide, Greater
Honeyguide, Lesser
Honeyguide, Scaly-throated

Hoopoe, Common (African)

Hornbill, African Grey 
Hornbill, Crowned  
Hornbill, Southern Ground- 
Hornbill, Southern Red-billed  
Hornbill, Southern Yellow-billed 
Hornbill, Trumpeter  

Ibis, African Sacred 
Ibis, Glossy  
Ibis, Hadeda (Hadada)

Hyliota, Southern  

Indigobird, Dusky  
Indigobird, Purple  
Indigobird, Village  

Flycatcher, African Dusky 
Flycatcher, African Paradise
Flycatcher, Ashy  
Flycatcher, Grey Tit-
Flycatcher, Blue-mantled    
     Crested
Flycatcher, Fiscal  
Flycatcher, Marico  
Flycatcher, Pale
Flycatcher, Southern Black 
Flycatcher, Spotted

Francolin, Coqui  
Francolin, Crested  
Francolin, Shelley’s  

Gallinule, Allen’s

Flufftail, Red-chested  

Flamingo, Greater  
Flamingo, Lesser  

Go-away-bird, Grey

Goose, African Pygmy 
Goose, Egyptian
Goose, Spur-winged

Goshawk, African
Goshawk, Dark Chanting
Goshawk, Gabar

Grebe, Little

Greenbul, Sombre
Greenbul, Yellow-bellied

Greenshank, Common

Guineafowl, Southern Crested
Guineafowl, Helmeted

Gull, Grey-headed

Hamerkop

Harrier, Montagu's
Harrier, Pallid
Harrier, Western Marsh

Flamingo - Indigobird
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Jacana, African
Jacana, Lesser

Kestrel, Dickinson’s  
Kestrel, Lesser  
Kestrel, Rock  

Jacana, African  
Jacana, Lesser  

Kingfisher, African Pygmy 
Kingfisher, Brown-hooded  
Kingfisher, Giant  
Kingfisher, Grey-headed  
Kingfisher, Half-collared  
Kingfisher, Malachite  
Kingfisher, Pied  
Kingfisher, Striped  
Kingfisher, Woodland  

Kite, Black  
Kite, Black-winged
Kite, Yellow-billed  

Korhaan, Red-crested

Lapwing, African Wattled 
Lapwing, Blacksmith  
Lapwing, Crowned  
Lapwing, Senegal  
Lapwing, Spur-winged

Lark, Chestnut-backed   
           Sparrow-
Lark, Dusky  
Lark, Fawn-coloured  
Lark, Flappet  
Lark, Grey-backed Sparrow  
Lark, Monotonous  
Lark, Red-capped  
Lark, Rufous-naped  
Lark, Sabota  

Longclaw, Yellow-throated

Mannikin, Bronze  
Mannikin, Red-backed  

Martin, Banded  
Martin, Brown-throated  
Martin, Sand  
Martin, Western House 

Moorhen, Common  
Moorhen, Lesser  

Mousebird, Red-faced  
Mousebird, Speckled  

Myna, Common

Neddicky

Nicator, Eastern  

Nightingale, Thrush  

Nightjar, European  
Nightjar, Fiery-necked  
Nightjar, Freckled  
Nightjar, Pennant-winged  
Nightjar, Rufous-cheeked  
Nightjar, Square-tailed  

Oriole, African Golden 
Oriole, Black-headed  
Oriole, Eurasian Golden 

Osprey

Openbill, African  

Ostrich, Common

Owl, African Scops 
Owl, African Wood 
Owl, Marsh  
Owl, Pel’s Fishing 
Owl, Southern White-faced 
Owl, Spotted Eagle- 
Owl, Verreaux’s Eagle- 
Owl, Western Barn  

Owlet, African Barred 
Owlet, Pearl-spotted  

Jacana - Owlet
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Oxpecker, Red-billed  
Oxpecker, Yellow-billed  

Parakeet, Rose-ringed  

Painted-snipe, Greater  

Parrot, Brown-headed  
Parrot, Grey-headed(Brown-necked)
Parrot, Meyer’s  

Pelican, Great White 
Pelican, Pink-backed  

Pigeon, African Green 
Pigeon, African Olive 
Pigeon, Speckled  

Pipit, African  
Pipit, Buffy  
Pipit, Bushveld  
Pipit, Golden  
Pipit, Striped  
Pipit, Tree  

Plover, Chestnut-banded  
Plover, Common Ringed 
Plover, Kittlitz’s  
Plover, Three-banded  
Plover, White-fronted  

Pratincole, Collared  

Pochard, Southern  

Pitta, African  

Pintail, Northern  
Phalarope, Red  
Petronia, Yellow-throated  
Penduline-tit, Grey  

Prinia, Black-chested  
Prinia, Tawny-flanked  

Pytilia, Green-winged  
Pytilia, Orange-winged  

Quail, Common
Quail, Harlequin

Puffback, Black-backed  

Quailfinch

Quelea, Red-billed

Rail, African

Robin, Bearded Scrub 
Robin, Brown Scrub 
Robin, Kalahari Scrub 
Robin, White-browed Scrub 

Redshank, Common  
Redshank, Spotted  

Robin-chat, Red-capped  
Robin-chat, White-browed  
Robin-chat, White-throated  

Roller, Broad-billed  
Roller, European  
Roller, Lilac-breasted  
Roller, Purple  
Roller, Racket-tailed  

Ruff

Sandgrouse, Double-banded  

Sandpiper, Common  
Sandpiper, Curlew  
Sandpiper, Green  
Sandpiper, Marsh  
Sandpiper, Pectoral  
Sandpiper, Wood  

Scimitarbill, Common  

Saw-wing, Black  

Secretarybird

Seedeater, Streaky-headed  

Shikra

Oxpecker - Shikra
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Sparrow, Cape  
Sparrow, Great  
Sparrow, House  
Sparrow, Southern    
 Grey-headed 
Sparrowhawk, Black  
Sparrowhawk, Little  
Sparrowhawk, Ovambo  

Spinetail, Böhm’s  
Spinetail, Mottled  

Sparrow-weaver, White-browed  

Spoonbill, African  

Spurfowl, Natal  
Spurfowl, Swainson’s  

Starling, Cape (Glossy)
Starling, Greater Blue-eared 
Starling, Lesser (Miombo) 
Blue-eared 
Starling, Meves’s  
Starling, Red-winged  
Starling, Violet-backed  
Starling, Wattled  

Stilt, Black-winged  

Stint, Little  

Stonechat, African  

Stork, Abdim’s  
Stork, African Woolly-necked
Stork, Black  

Sunbird, Amethyst  
Sunbird, Collared  
Sunbird, Marico  
Sunbird, Plain-backed  
Sunbird, Purple-banded  
Sunbird, Scarlet-chested  
Sunbird, White-bellied  

Swallow, Barn  
Swallow, Greater Striped 
Swallow, Grey-rumped  
Swallow, Lesser Striped 
Swallow, Mosque  
Swallow, Pearl-breasted  
Swallow, Red-breasted  
Swallow, White-throated  
Swallow, Wire-tailed  

Swamphen, African (Purple) 

Swift, African Black 
Swift, African Palm 
Swift, Alpine  
Swift, Common  
Swift, Horus  
Swift, Little  
Swift, White-rumped  

Tchagra, Black-crowned  
Tchagra, Brown-crowned  

Teal, Blue-billed
Teal, Cape  
Teal, Red-billed  

Tern, Whiskered  
Tern, White-winged  

Thick-knee, Spotted  
Thick-knee, Water  

Shrike - Thick-knee
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Stork, Marabou  
Stork, Saddle-billed  
Stork, White  
Stork, Yellow-billed  

Shrike, Crimson-breasted  
Shrike, Lesser Grey 
Shrike, Magpie  
Shrike, Red-backed  
Shrike, Southern 
              White-crowned 

Skimmer, African

Snipe, African347.
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Tinkerbird, Yellow-fronted

Tit, Southern Black 

Tit-Babbler (Warbler), 
Chestnut-vented  

Trogon, Narina  

Turaco, Purple-crested  

Twinspot, Green  
Twinspot, Pink-throated  

Vulture, Cape  
Vulture, Egyptian  
Vulture, Hooded  
Vulture, Lappet-faced  
Vulture, Palm-nut  
Vulture, White-backed  
Vulture, White-headed  

Wagtail, African Pied 
Wagtail, Cape  
Wagtail, Mountain  
Wagtail, Western Yellow  

Warbler, Common Reed
Warbler, Garden  
Warbler, Great Reed
Warbler, Icterine 
Warbler, Lesser Swamp 
Warbler, Little Rush
Warbler, Marsh  
Warbler, Olive-tree  
Warbler, River  
Warbler, Sedge  
Warbler, Stierling’s Wren- 
Warbler, Willow  

Wattle-eye, Black-throated  

Waxbill, Black-faced  
Waxbill, Blue  
Waxbill, Common  
Waxbill, Orange-breasted  
Waxbill, Violet-eared  

Weaver, African (Holub's) Golden  
Weaver, Lesser Masked 
Weaver, Red-billed Buffalo  
Weaver, Red-headed  
Weaver, Southern Masked 
Weaver, Spectacled  
Weaver, Thick-billed  
Weaver, Village  

Wheatear, Capped  

White-eye, Cape  
White-eye, Southern Yellow 

Whitethroat, Common  

Whydah, Long-tailed Paradise 
Whydah, Pin-tailed  
Whydah, Shaft-tailed  

Widowbird, Red-collared  
Widowbird, White-winged  

Wood-hoopoe, Green  

Woodpecker, Bearded  
Woodpecker, Bennett’s  
Woodpecker, Cardinal  
Woodpecker, Golden-tailed  
Woodpecker, Olive  

Thrush - Yellowlegs
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Thrush, Collared  Palm
Thrush, Groundscraper  
Thrush, Kurrichane  
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Yellowlegs, Lesser474.



Pafuri Camp:
Sited beneath the riverine trees, each luxurious tent at Pafuri Camp rests on the banks of the 
Luvuvhu River. Here, the boundary between the Makuleke Contractual Park and Kruger fades 
away, leaving only wild beauty. Days unfold in rhythm with the bush – morning and evening 
drives, or guided walks along ancient elephant paths. Between adventures, you’ll find shady 
decks for al-fresco meals, a pool for cooling off, and quiet corners where the river constantly 
entertains with the movement of birds, elephants, and crocodiles.

Pafuri Walking Safaris:
To walk in Pafuri is to step into a story written across millennia. With few roads, the concession 
offers vast, uninterrupted space where your guide might point out a Stone Age hand axe or 
the remains of a Makuleke hearth. Fever tree forests, towering baobabs, and palm-fringed 
pans reveal themselves step by step, as you safely encounter both great mammals and the 
intricate details of the bush. Nights are spent in hidden forest camps, alive with browsing 
animals and the chorus of the wild.

Hutwini Walking Camp:
Hutwini blends comfort with immersion. Tucked beneath giant trees, its spacious tents come 
with outdoor showers and flush loos, while the elegant mess tent invites shared meals and 
fireside conversation. Close to the Luvuvhu River, al-fresco dining under the stars feels as 
much a part of the wilderness as the landscapes walked each day.

Nkula Walking Camp:
Nkula offers a simpler, earthier take on the walking safari. Shaded by magnificent Natal 
Mahogany trees.. The camp carries the same essential comforts as Hutwini, but with an easy, 
unpretentious atmosphere. It’s an authentic way to experience the bush, pared back to what 
matters most: nature, silence, and connection.

Baobab Hill House:
For those seeking privacy, Baobab Hill House stands alone on a ridge north of the Luvuvhu, 
shaded by ancient baobabs and steeped in history. Once the ranger’s homestead, today it’s a 
welcoming retreat with four bedrooms, open living spaces, and a wide veranda made for long 
afternoons and starry nights. With your own guide, vehicle, cook, and housekeeping team, 
Baobab Hill House feels both homely and exclusive. Self-cater or let us take care of everything 
– either way, the land around you is yours to explore.



Makuleke Contractual Park, northern Kruger National Park

RESERVATIONS:  Tel:     +27 (0) 11 646 1391
        Email:   reservations@returnafrica.com
        Website:  returnafrica.com

RETURN to what matters


